Case report
An unmarried heterosexual white 40-year-old man presented in March 1990 with a two month history of dysphagia, sore throat, and anorexia. He reported that he had lost 2 stones in weight and had a productive cough with green sputum. His symptoms had started while he was working on a cruise liner in the Caribbean and on the South East coast of the United States of America though he reported that he had not been ashore while in port. Initially he had been investigated in the United States and a biopsy specimen was taken of an ulcerated lesion on the epiglottis. Histological examination showed chronic inflammation. No cultures were perfonned. He returned to the United Kingdom for further investigation and treatment. He had been known to have a cardiac murmur since childhood and had previously been treated for alcohol abuse.
On admission he was cachectic and pale with a low. grade fever (37T5-38°C 
